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Calling 9-1-1 
Most of us were taught as children 
that y ou only  call 9 -1-1 when 
there’ s an em ergency  – a fire,  a 
rob b ery ,  a fist fight.   T im es hav e 
changed,  and so has the 9 -1-1 
sy stem .   I n R enton,  any  tim e y ou 
need a p olice officer,  y ou call 9 -1-1.    
 

W hen y ou dial 9 -1-1,  y our call is answered b y  a 
C all R eceiv er.   T he C all R eceiv er tak es the 
necessary  inform ation and electronically  
forwards it to a D isp atcher.   T he D isp atcher 
sends the ap p rop riate ty p e of assistance to y ou.  
 
So what about calling 9-1-1 only  whe n it’ s  an 
e m e r ge ncy ?   D isp atchers send p olice and fire 
p ersonnel to m any  different ty p es of 
situations—it’ s their j ob  to p rioritiz e the calls.   I f 
there are C all R eceiv ers av ailab le when y ou 
dial 9 -1-1,  they  m ay  tak e y our inform ation 

T he R enton P olice D ep artm ent’ s C rim e P rev ention U nit is offering a F R E E  P ersonal 
S afety  for W om en class on the ev ening of  May  2 1.   T he class is ap p rop riate for 
wom en ages 14  and older and designed to teach crim e p rev ention techniq ues.   T he 
focus will b e on awareness and other sim p le concep ts that will help  wom en reduce 
their lik elihood of b eing v ictim iz ed.   T his is not a self-defense course.   S om e of the 
top ics that will b e cov ered include:   
• H ow to p rev ent b ecom ing the v ictim  of assault or rob b ery  
• H ow to handle " road rage"  and “ set up ”  accidents 
• U se of force and y our rights within the law 
• D iscussion of weap ons for p ersonal security ,  p ros and cons 
• H ow to decrease y our odds of b ecom ing a v ictim  while at hom e   

A  crim inal b ack ground check  will b e conducted on all ap p licants.   C rim inal history  or adv erse 
p olice contacts m ay  p reclude accep tance into the class.   T he class will b e held from  6 : 3 0  to 9 : 0 0  
p . m .    P rior classes hav e filled up  v ery  q uick ly ,  so ap p ly  soon!   A p p lications can b e downloaded 
from  the C ity  web site at www. ci. renton. wa. us,  or call the C rim e P rev ention U nit at 4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  
or 4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 5 2 1 to hav e one m ailed to y ou.  

W o m e n’ s  P e r s o nal S af e t y  Clas s  

im m ediately .   I f the center is v ery  b usy  or there 
is a significant ev ent hap p ening in the v alley ,  
they  m ay  ask  if y ou are rep orting an 
em ergency .   I f y ou say  no,  y ou m ay  b e p ut on 
hold.   
 
I f y ou are rep orting an 
em ergency  or an in-
p rogress incident such as a 
rob b ery  or a fight,  y ou m ay  
feel frustrated that the C all R eceiv er is ask ing 
y ou lots of q uestions when all y ou want is 
som eone to resp ond.   K eep  in m ind that ev en 
as the C all R eceiv er is ask ing y ou to describ e 
the susp ects,  if there are weap ons inv olv ed,  or 
what y our location is,  the call has already  b een 
electronically  forwarded to the D isp atcher.   
P olice or fire p ersonnel hav e b een disp atched 
and are on the way .             

 

(continued on Page 3) 
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
F or th e M onth  of  F eb rua ry 2 0 0 8  

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY                                                                                                                                             LOS S                                                                                              

1 0 0  b l o c k  S  3 r d  S t  
1 : 0 0  p . m .  

A  c u s t o m e r  c a l l e d  f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a  s u b j e c t  i n s i d e  t o l d  h i m  h e  w a s  
a b o u t  t o  r o b  t h e  p l a c e  a n d  s h o o t  e v e r y o n e  i n s i d e .   T h e  s u s p e c t  h a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  a n d  a p p e a r e d  t o  e m p l o y e e s  t o  b e  “ c a s i n g ”  t h e  p l a c e .   T h e  s u s p e c t  a s k e d  
s o m e  p a t r o n s  f o r  m o n e y  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  g u n s ,  t h e n  r e m o v e d  m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  
c o u n t e r .   W h e n  t h e  e m p l o y e e  t o l d  h i m  t o  p u t  t h e  m o n e y  b a c k ,  t h e  s u s p e c t  s w o r e  
a n d  r e a c h e d  i n t o  h i s  j a c k e t  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  p u l l  o u t  a  g u n .   T h e  s u s p e c t  m a d e  
r e p e a t e d  m o v e m e n t s  t o w a r d s  h i s  j a c k e t  a s  i f  r e a c h i n g  f o r  a  w e a p o n ,  a n d  m a d e  
t h r e a t s  t o  s h o o t .   O f f i c e r s  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  w h o  w a s  a r r e s t e d  a n d  c h a r g e d  
w i t h  R o b b e r y .  

$ 3  

3 0 0  b l o c k  R e n t o n  C e n t e r  W a y  
S W  
3 : 5 5  p . m .  

T h e  s u s p e c t ,  a  c l e a n  s h a v e n  m a l e  a p p r o x .  2 0  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  w e a r i n g  a  h o o d e d  
s w e a t s h i r t  a n d  b a s e b a l l  c a p ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  n o t e  d e m a n d i n g  c a s h .   N o  w e a p o n  w a s  
s e e n  o r  i m p l i e d .   T h e  s u s p e c t  l e f t  o n  f o o t  i n  a n  u n k n o w n  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t r a v e l .   A n  a r e a  
c h e c k  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  p o l i c e  u n i t s  w i t h  n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s .  

unknown 

COMMERCIAL BU RG LARY:                                                                                                                                            LOS S                                                                                              

3 0 0  b l o c k  S h a t t u c k  A v e  S  E n t r y  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s  g a i n e d  b y  b r e a k i n g  t h e  g l a s s  w i n d o w  i n  t h e  d o o r .   T h e  
s u s p e c t / s  s t o l e  a  l a p t o p  c o m p u t e r .   N o t h i n g  e l s e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  m i s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .   Crime Prevention Tip:  Consider an application of Security Film on 
ex terior g lass doors and w indow s.   Security Film can increase th e streng th  of th e 
g lass up to 3 0 0  percent,  increasing  th e amount of time and energ y a criminal must 
ex pend to g ain entry.   K eep an up-to-date inventory of valuab les th at includes th e 
b rand,  model,  and serial numb ers.   I f your property is stolen,  th is information is 
req uired to list your property in th e state law  enforcement data b ase.   I f th e 
property is located,  th is information w ill assist in th e item b eing  returned to your 
b usiness.  

$ 7 5 0  

2 5 0 0  b l o c k  N E  9 t h  P l  T h e  m a n a g e r  r e p o r t s  a  p r e s s u r e  w a s h e r  w a s  s t o l e n  f r o m  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  s h e d .   
E n t r y  w a s  g a i n e d  b y  c u t t i n g  t h e  p a d l o c k  o n  t h e  d o o r .    Crime Prevention Tip:   
E x terior doors sh ould b e of solid metal or w ood construction and fitted w ith  
deadb olt lock s and latch  g uards.    

$ 4 1 5  

2 9 0 0  b l o c k  E a s t  V a l l e y  R d  A  w i t n e s s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  s u s p e c t  c i r c l i n g  t h e  c l o s e d  b u s i n e s s  i n  a  v e h i c l e ,  t h e n  
g e t t i n g  o u t  a n d  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d .   O f f i c e r s  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  t r u c k ,  w h i c h  
c o n t a i n e d  p r o d u c t  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  y a r d .   T h e  s u s p e c t  
i n i t i a l l y  c l a i m e d  t h e  p r o d u c t  w a s  f r o m  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h e n  c h a n g e d  h i s  s t o r y  a n d  
s a i d  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  t r u c k  w h e n  h e  b o r r o w e d  i t .   W h e n  a s k e d  f o r  h i s  l i c e n s e ,  h e  s a i d  
h e  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  o n e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  s u s p e n d e d .   W h e n  a s k e d  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  h e  
s a i d  h e  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t h a t  e i t h e r .   A d d i t i o n a l  w i t n e s s e s  h a d  o b s e r v e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  
i n s i d e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  l o t  t h r o w i n g  p r o d u c t  o v e r  t h e  f e n c e .   T h e  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r  
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a n d  t h e  s u s p e c t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e m o v e  i t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i g h t .   T h e  s u s p e c t  w a s  b o o k e d  i n t o  
t h e  R e n t o n  J a i l  f o r  F e l o n y  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  B u r g l a r y ,  f o r  u n l a w f u l l y  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
f e n c e d  b u s i n e s s  y a r d ,  a n d  r e m o v i n g  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n .   Crime 
Prevention Tip:  O utdoor storag e areas are freq uently targ eted b y criminals.   I tems 
of value sh ould b e stored inside lock ed structures w h enever possib le.   Th e 
security of fenced yards can b e improved b y installing  ch ain link  fencing  th at is 
topped or laced w ith  b arb ed or raz or w ire.   Security systems desig ned for such  
areas are also availab le.    

$ 7 1  
(recovered) 

6 0 0 0  b l o c k  S E  2 n d  S t  B u r g l a r y  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e .   S u s p e c t / s  r e m o v e d  a n d  s t o l e  t h e  e n t r y  d o o r s  f r o m  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s t o l e  s e v e r a l  a p p l i a n c e s  f r o m  i n s i d e .   S u r v e i l l a n c e  v i d e o  s h o w s  a  
p o s s i b l e  s u s p e c t  v e h i c l e ,  b u t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  e n o u g h  t o  p r o v i d e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n .   Crime Prevention Tip.   To b e effective,  video surveillance systems 
sh ould b e of sufficient q uality to view  details such  as license plates and identifiab le 
facial features.   W ith out sufficient eq uipment or lig h ting ,  video camera footag e may 
not b e useful in identifying  suspects.   I f th e intent of th e system is to prevent crime,  
th e cameras sh ould b e monitored 2 4 / 7  so suspicious activity can b e ob served and 
immediately reported.  

$ 2 , 3 0 0  



The questions you are being asked will assist the Officers when they 
arriv e.   F or ex am p le,  a robbery with a gun—a descrip tion of the susp ect,  
the direction they went when they left the business,  any v ehicle 
inv olv ed—all of this inform ation will help  our Officers locate the susp ect.   
I n R enton,  all calls are disp atched through 9 -1-1.   I f you call the R enton 
P olice D ep artm ent business line and tell them  you need to m ake a p olice 
rep ort,  you will be asked to call 9 -1-1.   Our business office p ersonnel 
cannot send an Officer to take a rep ort;  only the D isp atcher ( who is 
located in an entirely different building)  can disp atch Officers.     
W hen you call 9 -1-1,  be p atient with the op erator and rem em ber that 
p rov iding as m uch inform ation as p ossible increases the chances of 
catching the crim inals—A N D  help s keep  Officers safe!  

Calling 9-1-1,  Co nt inu e d  
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
F or th e M onth  of  F eb rua ry 2 0 0 8  ( Continued )  

900 block Powell Ave 
S W  

S u s p ect / s  s t ole a  bu cket  of  cop p er  va lu ed  a t  a bou t  $ 1 7 5 .   E n t r y  t o t h e 
bu s i n es s  lot  wa s  g a i n ed  by  cu t t i n g  a  h ole i n  t h e ch a i n  li n k f en ce.   T h e bu cket  
wa s  n ea r  t h e f en ce li n e.   T h e a r ea  i s  well li g h t ed ,  bu t  t h er e a r e n o ot h er  
s ecu r i t y  m ea s u r es  i n  p la ce.   Cri m e  P re v e n t i o n  T i p :   I t e m s  o f  v a l u e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h o s e  t h a t  a re  s m a l l  o r e a s i l y  t ra n s p o rt e d ,   s h o u l d  b e  s t o re d  i n  a  l o c k e d  
s t ru c t u re .   A t  m i n i m u m ,  m o v e  i t e m s  a w a y  f ro m  t h e  f e n c e  l i n e  a n d  w e l l  i n s i d e  
t h e  l o t ,  s o  m o re  e f f o rt  i s  re q u i re d  t o  a c c e s s  a n d  re m o v e  t h e  p ro p e rt y .   F o r 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o rm a t i o n  o n  s e c u ri n g  o u t d o o r a re a s ,  s e e  t h e  p re v i o u s  p a g e  o r 
c o n t a c t  t h e  Cri m e  P re v e n t i o n  U n i t  a t  4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 5 2 0 .  

$ 1 7 5  

4 00 block Pa r k Ave N  S ever a l com p u t er s  a n d  a  p u r s e wer e s t olen  f r om  t h e bu s i n es s ;  t h er e wa s  n o 
s i g n  of  f or ced  en t r y .   T h e bu s i n es s  s h a r es  a n  i n t er i or  d oor  wi t h  a n  a d j a cen t  
bu s i n es s  s p a ce.   W h en  t h e em p loy ee a r r i ved ,  t h e f r on t  d oor  of  t h e a d j a cen t  
s p a ce wa s  u n locked  a n d  op en .   T h er e wa s  n o s i g n  of  f or ced  en t r y  t o t h i s  
d oor .   I t  a p p ea r s  s u s p ect / s  g a i n ed  en t r y  t o t h e a d j a cen t  s p a ce a n d  t h en  
en t er ed  t h e vi ct i m  bu s i n es s .   Cri m e  P re v e n t i o n  T i p :   Y o u  m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o  
s e c u re  y o u r b u s i n e s s  w h e n  y o u / y o u r e m p l o y e e s  a re  n o t  o n  t h e  p re m i s e s .   A l l  
d o o rs  t h a t  a re  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  n o n -e m p l o y e e s  s h o u l d  b e  t re a t e d  a s  e x t e ri o r 
d o o rs ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  o f  s o l i d  w o o d  o r m e t a l  c o n s t ru c t i o n  a n d  f i t t e d  w i t h  
d e a d b o l t  l o c k s  a n d  l a t c h  g u a rd s .  

$ 4 , 95 9 

Auto Thefts:  There were 38 cars reported stolen in Renton during the month of February 2008. 
Auto Recoveries:  Sixteen vehicles that were stolen outside the City were recovered in Renton during February 2008. 
OTHER CRIMES OF INTEREST OCCURRING ON BUSINESS PROPERTY 
1 2 00 block S W  4 3 r d  S t  O f f i cer s  obs er ved  s ever a l p eop le loi t er i n g  i n  f r on t  of  t h e bu s i n es s ,  wh i ch  i s  clea r ly  m a r ked  wi t h  

“ N o T r es p a s s i n g ”  s i g n s  a t  ea ch  en t r a n ce.   T h e a r ea  i s  p op u la r  wi t h  i lleg a l s t r eet  r a cer s ,  
g en er a t i n g  n u i s a n ce,  n oi s e,  a n d  cod e com p la i n t s  f r om  t h e bu s i n es s  own er s .   S i n ce s i g n a g e,  
wa r n i n g s ,  a n d  p r es en ce h a ve n ot  been  ef f ect i ve,  t h e p r op er t y  own er  h a s  a s ked  p oli ce t o t a ke 
a  z er o t oler a n ce en f or cem en t  p oli cy  r eg a r d i n g  t r es p a s s i n g .   M u lt i p le s u bj ect s  wer e ch a r g ed  
wi t h  C r i m i n a l T r es p a s s .   Cri m e  P re v e n t i o n  T i p :   P ro p e rl y  p o s t e d  “ N o  T re s p a s s i n g ”  s i g n s  o n  
y o u r b u s i n e s s  l o t  a s s i s t  p o l i c e  i n  e n f o rc i n g  v i o l a t i o n s .    

1 7 000 block 1 1 6 t h  Ave 
S E  

E n t r y  t o bu s i n es s  wa s  g a i n ed  by  br ea ki n g  t h e g la s s  d oor  wi t h  a  r ock.   O n ce 
i n s i d e,  s u s p ect / s  s t ole ca r t on s  a n d  s i n g le p a cks  of  ci g a r et t es .   A K 9 t r a ck wa s  
i n i t i a t ed ,  bu t  n o s u s p ect s  wer e loca t ed .   Cri m e  P re v e n t i o n  T i p :   S e c u ri t y  F i l m  
w o u l d  i n c re a s e  t h e  s t re n g t h  o f  t h e  g l a s s .   I t e m s  s u c h  a s  c i g a re t t e s ,  l o t t e ry  
t i c k e t s ,  p h o n e  c a rd s ,  e t c .  s h o u l d  b e  s t o re d  i n  a  l o c k e d  c o n t a i n e r a n d  a w a y  
f ro m  t h e  e n t ra n c e  t o  i n c re a s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y  re q u i re d  t o  
re m o v e  t h e m  f ro m  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  

u n kn own  

 



Terri Vickers / Crime Prevention Unit 
1 0 5 5  S  G ra d y  W a y  
R enton,  W A   9 8 0 5 7  
Ph one:   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  
F a x :   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 0 5   
E-ma il  th e Ed itor a t:   tvickers@ ci. renton. w a . u s 

RENTON POLICE  DEPART M ENT 

Theft from vehicles is one of the most commonly reported crimes in the greater King County 
area.   W hile your customers and employees are inside shopping or conducting b usiness,  
thieves are outside in the park ing lot conducting TH E I R  b usiness.   They w ill casually w alk  
through the park ing lot,  appearing to b e going ab out their day,  w hile in reality they are selecting 
a target.   The red car w ith a b ack pack  in the b ack  seat,  the b lue one w ith the portab le G P S  
mount attached to the w indshield,  the shopping b ags on the floor of the nex t one.   G one are the 
days w hen crook s targeted your stereo;  these days they’ ll tak e anything they can sell to mak e a 
b uck  or trade for drugs.    E ven something you don’ t think  is “ valuab le”  - 
a diaper b ag,  for ex ample - is attractive to thieves.   They may only find 
diapers inside,  b ut you w ill still have to deal w ith the b rok en w indow .   
S tudents often leave their b ack pack s in the car,  only to find several 
hundred dollars w orth of tex tb ook s and a semester’ s w orth of 
irreplaceab le class notes missing w hen they return to the car.   
W e regularly see car prow ls occurring outside gyms and athletic club s 
and at w alk ing trails,  since people often leave their valuab les in the car 
w hile they ex ercise.   M ovie theaters and P ark -and-R ide lots are often 
targeted,  b ecause the crook s k now  the vehicle is lik ely to b e left unattended for a period of time.   
B riefcases,  purses and electronic eq uipment are prime targets.   M ail left in vehicles may provide 
prow lers w ith information they can use to steal your identity.   
S ave yourself some hassle—don’ t leave anything that isn’ t b olted dow n in your car,  and 
encourage your employees and customers to do the same.   I f you put your b riefcase or purse in 
the trunk ,  do it b efore you arrive at your  destination,  so that criminals check ing out the park ing 
lot don’ t see you put your valuab les in the trunk  ( and k now  w here to look  for them) !   

Car Prowl! 


